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By REGINA HINES 


: West Jackson County Bureau Chief 


Four years of research, plan- ' 
ning and hard work has restored.’ 


the home the late W.D. Hughes 
built on South Pascagoula Street 


to its turn-of-the-century ele- 


gance. 

The three-story Queen Anne 
structure, which stands as a 
reminder of an era in the city’s 
prosperity, may soon be named 
to the National Register of His- 
toric Places. Thirty sites in 


Pascagoula already have this 


designation. ' 

The Hughes house, renovated 
by its present owners, Dr. and 
Mrs. Harris Barrett, was nomi- 


nated in mid-September to the | 
National Register by the His-: 


: toric Preservation Professional 

| Review Board of the Mississipp: 

: Department of Archives and-His- 
tory. The recommendation was 
forwarded for consideration to 
Washington, D.C., Pascagoula 
Community Development Coor- 
dinator Betty Bensey said. 

Prominent over the years in 
Pascagoula’s social history, the 
stately house at 2425 Pascagoula 
St. has been home to a mer- 
chant, a minister, a pecan prop- 
agator and for the second time in 
its 95-history; to a papain 5 the 
Barretts learned. 

The couple bought the house 


in 1988. During the next four | 


‘years, Barrett gutted and 


stripped the house to its origi- 


nal features and spent hours’ 


learning about the history of the 
house and about construction of 
the late 1900s. 
“I went to the library and dug, 
and dug and dug,” Barrett said. 
Some of the tales he had 
heard about the house were dis-: 
spelled and the real story of the. 
house slowly began to unfold as 
he searched old newspapers, 
business and county histories 
and county records. 
Hughes, a 49-year-old 
Louisville, Ky., native, moved to 


Pascagoula in 1899, where he: 


and Capt. L.D. Herrick formed a 
partnership, Hughes & Herrick. 
The business supplied mill- 


workers and fishermen and - 


employed two warehouses in 
addition to the main store. 

Hughes’ first two years in 

' Pascagoula were eventful. He 

started the construction of his 

house, then in 1900, married a 

local woman Susan Foster. His 


4 


ST cematehed 


Queen Anne style home of the late W.D. Hughes 


bride’s roots were entrenched in 
the east Jackson County area. 


Her father was John Foster of . 


Pascagoula and her mother was 
Olivia Delmas, the daughter of 
John Baptiste Delmas, whose 
ancestors numbered were the 
Grants and Krebses. 

About the same time Hughes 


was building his house, his part- » 


ner, Herrick, was having a sim- 


ilar one built next door at the: 


_ cornér of Herrick aind Pascagoula 
‘Streets. Claude C. Dupont, 
grandson of the man who built 


both the bouses, Isadore Boni- © 
face Dupont, had heard about ' 


the projects in his childhood by 
_ his father, Glande Farragut . 
Dupont. 


bucket, a quart and one-half pail.’ 
He told me, ‘see this little buck- 
et. My Mama put Daddy’s lunch 
in it when he was building those 
two houses,” Claude Dupont 
said. 


A story he recalls is that his; 


grandfather had a problem fit- 


Barretts noticed that the stair- 
case appears to have been one 
that was from another structure 
and added to the house, rather 
than built for the house. 


Hughes sold the house in 


ting the spiral staircase into the. - 
hall of the Hughes house. The: : 


1901 to the Rev. L.E. Hall and 
moved elsewhere in Pascagoula, 
continuing his drygoods busi- 
ness. His wife died in 1919 and 
he eventually retired to Shreve- 
port, La., to live with his son, 
William Foste# Hughes. He died 
in 1932. | 

Hall, a native of Sumter 
County, Ala., was the ninth pas- 
tor of the First Baptist Church of 
Pascagoula. For five years he 
preached in Pascagoula on the 
second and fourth Sundays and 
in Ocean Springs on the first 
and third. 

In 1907, Hall sold the house to. 
Henry Herring, who had come 
to Pascagoula from Beaumont, 


) “°. Texas. Herring, who started a 
“ “My daddy told me about it, 
long ago. He had a little granite. 


grove of citrus and pecan trees 
around the house, was president 
of the People’s Bank and later 


operated a hardware business. « 


After the death of Herring and 
his wife, the property on 


‘Pascagoula Street was sold to 


Mrs. Herring’s brother-in-law, 
L.A. Cowan, § a yeathy,, Mobile 
lumberman, :: 

The next owner; — 1917 to 
1942 was Claude Delmas, the 
first cousin of Susan Foster 
Hughes. Delmas‘ father, A.G. 
Delmas, and his uncle, Irving P. 
Delmas, developed the Delmas 
pecan and later the variety 
called Schley, which won a 


‘in 1970. Charles E. Bardsley; 
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home. os ae ry 


: John’ Wiis of; Gautier com- 
‘pleted the renovation in six 
‘months, enabling the family tc 


move in on July 4, 1992. Mrs. 


Barrett said detailed planning 


*s before construction made the 


Staff Photo/Regina Hines 
bronze medal at the Paris Expo- 
sition in 1900 and a Silver Medal 
at the St. Louis Exposition in’ 
1904. 

Today there are still six pecan 
trees on the property which show 
signs of grafting, dating back to 
the days of pecan propagation 
in Pascagoula. 

Claude Deimas continued the- 
pecan business after his father’s ° 
death and also was associated 
with People’s Bank, barge con- 
struction and real estate before 
he died in 1959. 

Between 1937 and 1942, Dr. 
Weatherford rented the house. 
Delmas then sold it to Eddie Lee 
Brantley, a pharmacist, who died ~ 


bought the house from Brant- 
ley’s widow and owned it until 
the sale td the Barretts, 16 years 
later. 

“My wife found this house and 
liked it,” Barrett said. He saw 
the potential in the large, stur- 
dily-built house and the spacious 
lot. The Barretts and their two 
children, Guy, 8, and Claire, 6, - 
had been living in a contempo- 


. rary home in Pascagoula.” 


“It’s like being out iri the coun- 


. try, right in town,” Mrs. Barrett 


said, “I don’t get enough time to 
spend enjoying it.” 
Builders Mike Martin and 


work go faster. 


Biloxi architect Mike 


* LeBatard designed the renova- 


tion using care to preserve the 
authentic features. The old man- 
tles, many of the original light 
fixtures and other antique pieces 
that were found in the house 
were installed. Since the fire- 
places were coal-burning, Bar- 
rett found artificial coal inserts 
to retain the original feeling of 
the era. 


In his interiér work, Barrett 
found the original pocket doors 


“ concealed in the archways of the 


living room in.the front of the 
ouse ‘and had them refurbished 
for usé again. 


The first floor consists of a 
wide hall, the living room to the 
left with an adjoining dining 
room, a kitchen that was mod- 
ernized during the construction. 
Added to the back was a break- 
fast room and deck. Across the 
hall from thé kitchen area is a 


- laundry room and bath. 


Bedrooms for the Barrett chil- 
dren on the second floor, open 
out to the second floor porches. 
The south side porch, accessible 
from the boy’s room and a large 
guest bedroom, is a small solar- 
ium. Behind the fireplace in the 
guest room is a den with a brass 
antique ceiling fan. Two bath- 
roomg can be accessed on the 
second floor from the hall. 


‘The third floor is the master 
suite, which includes bedroom, a 
walk-in closet area behind a 
curved wall at the foot of the 
bed, a gettin area anc large 


-bath:: SUS, svatias 


‘In the scaikion of the house 


‘for the National Register nomi- 
-- nation, the house is described as 


only one of the two elaborate 
Queen Anne style homes that 
survive in the city. 


“The architectural style was 
quite prevalent in Pascagoula 
during its development as a 
major town,” the statement of 
significance says. 


“During this period the rail- 
road, lumber, seafood, ship- 
building and port activities dom- 
inated the local economy, mak- 
ing possible the wealth to build, 
such a prestigious nee 
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